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constants of Christianity are the personality of Jesus, the cross, and
the doctrine of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.
Other factors may change: the organization of the Church, the
ceremonial, belief in the textual veracity of the Bible, etc. What,
then, are the constants of Western and Eastern Civilizations, the
constants which have characterized the great majority of the people
of the West and of the East since historical times? What are the
factors which are coextensive, coterminal^ and coeval with either
civilization?

Taking the more common view that the West includes Europe,
United States and Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South
Africa, and that the East includes Asia and Northern Africa along
the Mediterranean Sea, what is the greatest common measure of
civilization in the West and in the East?

As has been shown in the previous pages, all the leading religions
of the world were born in the East. And spread therefrom. Islam
spread from Arabia to Spain and Morocco in the West and to the
Philippines in the East. To-day the West has very few Mohamme-
dans, and Islam is mostly confined to the belt from Morocco to
Bengal in India; then it tapers off to the East, there being hardly
any Mohammedans in Japan. Hinduism and Buddhism, Taoism and
Shintoism are more or less localized in the East Christianity spread
East and West from Palestine. According to the Encyclopaedia of
Religion and Ethics^ Christianity, in its early Nestorian form,
reached India and China even before it spread to the Germanic
nations between A.D. 590-800. The tradition is strong in India
that St. Thomas, the Apostle, was the first Christian missionary
that went to India. Christianity spread West, and is now the
religion of the great majority in the West. Before the birth of
Christianity, the West, including the Greeks, the Romans, and the
barbarians of the North, were pagans.

Polytheism, monotheism, mysticism, and asceticism, sacer-
dotalism, ceremonialism, other-worldliness and pessimism, fatalism
and free-will, theism, atheism and agnosticism, faith and super-
stition, all these and many others were and are common to the
East and the West